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1. IN BRIEF CONVERSATION JAN 15, FOREIGN MINISTRY PRINCIPAL 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY (MARZUKI) TOLD EMBOFF THAT PATTAYA MEETING 
ON ASEAN SECRETARIAT JAN 6 - 8 (REF B) RESULTED IN DECISION 
TO CREATE SMALL SECRETARIAT, HEADQUARTERED IN JAKARTA, TO 
SERVE AS COORDINATING BODY FOR SPECIALIZED COMMITTEES AND 
OTHER ACTIVITIES SUCH AS PARLIAMENTARY AND CULTURAL GROUPS. 
MARZUKI SAID THAT SECRETARIAT WOULD BE "POST OFFICE" TYPE 
ARRANGEMENT AND WOULD NOT HAVE ANY EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY ITSELF. 
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CALLED "SECRETARY-GENERAL" OR "EXECUTIVE SECRETARY") WOULD BE 
AUTHORIZED TO SPEAK AND ACT IN NAME OF SECRETARIAT ONLY, AND 
WOULD NOT BE EMPOWERED TO SPEAK ON BEHALF OF ASEAN NATIONS 
COLLECTIVELY. POLICY AND DECISION MAKING AUTHORITY WILL CON 
TINUE TO BE VESTED IN ASEAN MINISTERIAL GROUP. 

2. COMMENT: MALAYSIA, THAILAND AND SINGAPORE, WHO WERE KNOWN 
TO FAVOR SMALL SECRETARIAT WITH LIMITED AUTHORITY, SEEM TO 
HAVE PREVAILED OVER INDONESIA AND PHILIPPINES WHO ADVOCATED 
LARGER AND MORE PRESTIGIOUS BODY. 

UNDERHILL 
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